Where is the pastoral counselor in the hospice movement?
Offers a brief historical summary of the hospice movement in America, noting particularly the inclusion of the term "pastoral counselor" in the law's language. Discusses the utilization and contribution of pastoral counselors based on a survey of 153 hospice programs. Concludes that pastoral counselors need to demonstrate their competencies and contributions, that the American Association of Pastoral Counselors ought to assume a greater role in fostering and nurturing pastoral counselors for participation in hospice activities, and the pastoral counselors should teach sister disciplines therapeutic technologies which are a part of the religious community. Warns that opportunities to become a part of the hospice movement may be relinquished if pastoral counselors do not accept the invitation and responsibility to join in the hospice movement.